
Update on Definitive Map (DM) changes 
Rosalinde Emrys-Roberts, Herts County Council Rights of Way Service 
Since my last report (October 2017) the following routes have been added or existing rights of way changed. I 
have listed these by District and described the status of the route and its location using a Philips Street Atlas—
Hertfordshire A-Z. 
Broxbourne 

• In Goffs Oak, a footpath has been recorded connecting Cuffley Hill (just east of Jones Road) northwards to The 
Drive. 

East Herts  

• North of Little Berkhamsted by the parish boundary with Essendon, the footpath linking Bedwell Avenue 
(bridleway) to Ashfield Farm south of Howe Green has been upgraded to bridleway. 

• In Wood End near Ardeley, a footpath which led south-eastwards from Highbury Farm to Thrift Wood has 
been diverted to run northwards from Thrift Wood to join the road just south of Coates Manor Farm. A 
new footpath link has also been created leading west from Thrift Wood to join the bridleway known as 
Lye Lane. 

North Herts 

• West of the A1 at Stevenage, a new footpath has been created linking Knebworth Park to Norton Green. At the 
same time, two footpaths have been extinguished; the first along the driveway to the north of the house 
from Lake Lodge to the gates and the second (an historic route) from near the church north to the A1 at 
junction 7.  

• North of Lilley, the footpath leading northwards from opposite Pond Farm to the Icknield Way has been 
diverted out of the gardens of the cottages close to Pond Farm. 

St Albans 

• Just north of Smallford, as part of a development a new bridleway has been dedicated leading eastwards from 
Oaklands Lane to join the rights of way network in the old Hatfield Aerodrome area. 

Welwyn Hatfield 

• In Cuffley, a footpath has been recorded joining Starling Lane, via Oak Lane, to Tolmers Road 

• In Hatfield, west of the A1M at junction 3, the footpath affected by various road widening schemes has now 
been extinguished.  

  The routes recorded should now be open and signposted for use. Please contact us if you find anything amiss 
when using any of these new routes.  
  Working for the Definitive Map team for almost 24 years has been an interesting experience, and I have enjoyed 
the opportunity to help improve the record of the network. What I have most enjoyed was ‘meeting’ interesting 
people—whether in person or through historical records. As a former land surveyor seeing maps such as the 
Tithe or Inclosure, produced by other surveyors and signed by them, always gave me great pleasure. My 
personal favourite map in the archives is the parish map of Therfield, produced in about 1725. I would like to 
take this opportunity to say ‘goodbye’ to you all, and wish you well in your future ramblings across 
Hertfordshire. 

  
 


